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Abstract:

Why do we speak the way we do? What are the social factors that influence our
choices of expression? how and why we select from the vast range of different
words, accents, varieties and languages available to us.

A speaker's speaking style, as examined through the lens of sociolinguistics,
provides valuable insights into their social identity, cultural affiliations,
communicative competence, and adaptation to social contexts. It highlights the
intricate relationship between language and society, showcasing how individuals
use language to navigate their social worlds and communicate their identities.
Through this article, we will attempt to shed light on the relationship that
connects sociolinguistics as a scientific field to speaking style. We also aim to
explore the mechanisms and approaches employed by experts in this field to
analyze speaking style in order to uncover several important aspects related to
the speaker, their social environment, psychological background, and the
reasons behind their selection of expressions and words in various speech
situations.

Keywords: Sociolinguistic , speaking style, social factors influencing speaker's
expressive choices.
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Introduction

To delve into this issue, we first need to determine the academic field that
deals with such a linguistic phenomenon, It is certainly sociolinguistics. The
specialist or expert in sociolinguistics is typically referred to as a sociolinguist.
A sociolinguist is someone who has specialized knowledge and expertise in the
field of sociolinguistics and conducts research, analysis, and interpretation of
language variation and its social implications. They may work in academic
research institutions, or other settings where their sociolinguistic knowledge and
skills are applied to various areas such as language policy, language planning,
language education, or community development?.

Sociolinguistics plays a crucial role in analyzing and understanding how a
speaker's language use is influenced by social factors such as culture,
community, social class, gender, and ethnicity. It explores how language varies
and changes in different social contexts and how it reflects and shapes social
identities and relationships. In the context of speaking style, sociolinguistics
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helps us interpret the meaning and significance of a speaker's linguistic choices
and behaviors®.

But what do we mean by “’speaking style’’?

Speaking style refers to the distinctive manner in which individuals

communicate orally, expressing their thoughts, ideas, and emotions. It
encompasses various elements, including vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation,
tone, pace, and non-verbal cues®. Speaking style is shaped by a combination of
personal traits, cultural background, education, and social context®. It reflects an
individual's personality, attitudes, and communication preferences. Some
common dimensions of speaking style include, vocabulary that represents the
choice and level of words used during speech, ranging from simple and
colloquial to formal and technical; grammar that represents the structure and
organization of sentences, including the use of tenses, syntax, and sentence
length; pronunciation and accent which is the way words are pronounced,
including intonation, stress patterns, and the presence of a regional or foreign
accent; Tone and emotion, i.e, the overall attitude and emotional expression
conveyed through speech, such as enthusiasm, seriousness, confidence, or
empathy; Pace and Rhythm that refers to the speed at which speech is delivered,
including pauses, hesitations, and the rhythmic flow of words; and non-verbal
cues that refers to body language as facial expressions, hand gestures, and other
non-verbal signals that accompany and complement speech. It's important to
note that speaking styles can vary significantly between individuals, cultures,
and contexts. Different situations may call for formal or informal speaking
styles, depending on the audience, purpose, and cultural norms”>.
A person's speaking style can reveal various aspects about them, including their
personality traits, education level, cultural background, confidence Ilevel,
emotional state, and even their intentions or motivations in certain situations.
We can justify, in this context, with several examples within multiple scenarios®:
* Confidence: A speaker who is articulate, maintains good eye contact, and
speaks with a clear and steady voice often portrays confidence and self-
assurance.

* Education level: A person's vocabulary, grammar, and overall language
proficiency can provide clues about their level of education or knowledge in a
particular subject.

* Cultural background: Elements such as accent, dialect, choice of words, and
cultural references can reflect a person's cultural background and upbringing.

* Emotional state: The tone of voice, pace of speech, and use of intonation can
indicate a speaker's emotional state. For example, someone speaking rapidly and
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loudly may be excited or agitated, while a slow and soft-spoken manner may
suggest calmness or sadness.

* Personality traits: The way a speaker communicates, including their level of
assertiveness, humor, warmth, or formality, can provide insights into their
personality traits.

* Intentions and motivations: The speaker's choice of persuasive language,
rhetorical techniques, or non-verbal cues such as gestures and facial expressions
can reveal their intentions, motivations, or desired impact on the audience.

It's important to note that interpreting a speaker's style, requires context and
should be done with caution, as it is not always accurate or definitive. It's best to
consider multiple factors and listen attentively to gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the speaker and his message. Here are a few hypothetical cases
that demonstrate how speaking styles can provide insights about a speaker:

* Casel: A confident and charismatic speaker addresses a large audience with a
strong command of language and persuasive techniques. This speaking style
suggests that the speaker is likely an experienced public speaker or someone in a
leadership position.

* Case2: A speaker with a heavy regional accent and frequent use of colloquial
expressions reveals their cultural background and local upbringing. This can
provide a sense of familiarity and connection to a specific community or region.
* Case3: A person speaking in a hesitant and stammering manner, frequently
pausing or using fillers like "um" and "uh," may indicate nervousness or lack of
confidence. This speaking style might suggest that the speaker is uncomfortable
with public speaking or lacks expertise in the subject matter.

* Case 4. A highly articulate and precise speaker, using specialized jargon and
technical terms, may indicate a high level of education or expertise in a specific
field. This speaking style is often associated with professionals, academics, or
subject matter experts.

* Caseb: A speaker who employs humor, storytelling, and engages in casual
conversation with the audience likely possesses an outgoing and engaging
personality. This style of speaking is often seen in comedians, motivational
speakers, or individuals with strong interpersonal skills.

* Case 6: A speaker who consistently uses aggressive or confrontational
language, raises their voice, and makes frequent interruptions may indicate a
combative or argumentative nature. This speaking style might suggest that the
speaker is attempting to dominate the conversation or assert their authority’.
These cases are hypothetical, and individual speaking styles can vary
significantly. It's important to consider the specific context, observe multiple
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aspects of the speaker's communication, and avoid making definitive judgments
based solely on speaking style.

Therefore, what is the relationship between sociolinguistics and speaking
style?

Sociolinguistics is the study of how language and society intersect and
influence each other. It examines how social factors such as age, gender,
ethnicity, social class, and cultural norms shape language variation and use
within a given community. Speaking style, on the other hand, refers to the
specific way in which individuals communicate orally, including their choice of
vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and nonverbal cues.

The relationship between sociolinguistics and speaking style is multifaceted. It
provides insights into how social factors impact speaking styles and how
speaking styles can reflect social identities and dynamics, as variation and social
factors, where Sociolinguistics investigates how social factors influence
language variation, including speaking style®. For example, individuals from
different social classes may exhibit distinct speaking styles influenced by their
socioeconomic background and education level. Also as Language variation
across communities, where Sociolinguistics examines how speaking styles can
vary across different communities, regions, or social groups. It explores the
linguistic features, dialects, and accents associated with specific social or
cultural contexts. Then we have Social identity and speaking style. Speaking
style can serve as a marker of social identity. Sociolinguistics investigates how
individuals use language to express their social group membership, such as
through dialects or linguistic features associated with a particular community or
subculture. And Sociolinguistic competence, ie. Sociolinguistics explores how
individuals acquire sociolinguistic competence, which refers to the ability to
appropriately use different speaking styles in different social contexts. It
investigates how individuals learn to modify their speech based on social cues
and adapt to diverse linguistic environments. In addition to that, it deals with
power dynamics and language, which means that Sociolinguistics analyzes how
speaking styles can be influenced by power dynamics within society. It
examines how language use can reflect social hierarchies, such as the use of
prestigious speech forms by those in positions of authority. At last, it deals with
language change and speaking style, where Sociolinguistics studies how
speaking styles evolve over time and in response to social changes. It examines
language variation and change in relation to cultural shifts, globalization, and
sociopolitical developments®.

We can mention in this stage, some specific ways in which sociolinguistics
contributes to understanding speaking styles™:

* Variation in language: Sociolinguistics investigates how language varies
within a community or across different communities. It examines regional
accents, dialects, and sociolects, shedding light on how these linguistic
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variations influence speaking styles. For example, a sociolinguistic analysis can
explain how certain accents or dialects are associated with specific social groups
or geographic areas.

* Social identity and language: Sociolinguistics explores how language use
reflects and constructs social identities. It investigates how speakers adopt
certain speaking styles to align themselves with or differentiate themselves from
particular social groups. For instance, a sociolinguistic analysis can reveal how a
speaker's use of language reflects their gender, age, social class, or ethnic
background.

* Language attitudes and perception: Sociolinguistics examines how language
choices and speaking styles are evaluated and perceived by both the speaker and
the audience. It investigates language attitudes and ideologies, including
stereotypes and prejudices associated with certain speaking styles. This
understanding helps to explain the impact of language variation on social
interactions and judgments.

* Pragmatics and communication: Sociolinguistics also considers the pragmatic
aspects of language use, such as politeness strategies, speech acts, and
conversational patterns. It explores how speakers adapt their speaking style to fit
the social context and achieve specific communicative goals. For example,
sociolinguistics can analyze how speakers adjust their speech based on power
dynamics, social norms, or the formality of the situation.

By applying sociolinguistic principles, researchers can gain insights into how
speakers' backgrounds, identities, and social contexts shape their speaking
styles. This knowledge helps us better understand communication patterns,
social dynamics, and the complex relationship between language and society.

In conclusion, the field of sociolinguistics delves into the complex relationship
between language and society, examining how social factors influence
individuals' speaking styles and expressive choices. Speaking style serves as a
valuable tool for understanding a speaker's social identity, cultural affiliations,
and communicative competence. Social factors such as age, gender, ethnicity,
social class, and cultural norms play a significant role in shaping a speaker's
linguistic variation and use. By analyzing speaking style, sociolinguists can
uncover important insights into the speaker's social environment, psychological
background, and the reasons behind their selection of words and expressions in
various speech situations. Understanding the influence of social factors on
expressive choices is crucial for comprehending how individuals use language to
navigate their social worlds and communicate their identities effectively.
Sociolinguistics provides a framework for studying these dynamics, ultimately
contributing to a deeper understanding of language, society, and the intricate
interplay between them.

134



knowledge prospects journals vol :2 Issue:l juin2023

' Ronald Wardhaugh, Janet M. Fuller, John Wiley & Sons, An introduction to sociolinguistics, Seventh
edition, 2015, p12.

? Ibid, p15.

*John Edwards, Language and Identity, Key Topics in Sociolinguistics, St Francis Xavier University, Nova
Scotia, 2009, p 08.

* Ibid, p08.

> John Edwards, Language and Identity, Key Topics in Sociolinguistics, p 11 to 19.

® Ibid, p19, 20, 21.

7 John Edwards, Language and Identity, Key Topics in Sociolinguistics, p33 to 37.

® peter Stockwell, Sociolinguistics: A Resource Book for Students, 2" edition, 2008, p 15 to 17.

° Florian Coulmas, Sociolinguistics: The Study of Speakers' Choices, Cambridge University Press,2™
edition,2013,p189.

1% John Edwards, Language and Identity, Key Topics in Sociolinguistics, p44.

References:

*Florian Coulmas, Sociolinguistics: The Study of Speakers' Choices,
Cambridge University Press,2" edition,2013

*John Edwards, Language and Identity, Key Topics in
Sociolinguistics,

* Peter Stockwell, Sociolinguistics: A Resource Book for Students, "¢

edition, 2008.

*Ronald Wardhaugh, Janet M. Fuller, John Wiley & Sons, An
introduction to sociolinguistics, Seventh edition, 2015

135


https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Peter%20Stockwell
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.cambridge.org/dz/universitypress/subjects/languages-linguistics/sociolinguistics/language-and-identity-introduction?format=HB&isbn=9780521873819#bookPeople
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Peter%20Stockwell
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=
https://www.worldcat.org/fr/search?q=au=

